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TEACHING RESEARCH IMPACT & SUSTAINABILITY

Focus: student satisfaction, 
employer reputation, graduation rate 
+ more

Participation rules: ranking specific

Focus: research output, research quality,
research collaboration, reputation + more

Participation rules: 1,000+ publications
over 5 years, teach undergraduates across 
a range of subjects

Focus: research, teaching, 
stewardship and outreach 
against the UN’s 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals

Participation rules: all UG or PG 
higher education institutions

 

Our Rankings



What are the SDGs?



What do the SDGs mean, and what do they need?

• Sustainability 
• Partnership
• Equity across the world
• Every community
• Sufficient resources
• Long term thinking

Goals Targets Indicators



How does it work?
(Outside in)



What are the Impact Rankings?

• 18 different rankings

• One for each SDG

• One overall ranking

• Data from Universities and from Elsevier



Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all

Target Description

4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective 
learning outcomes

4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready 
for primary education

4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university

4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, 
decent jobs and entrepreneurship

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, 
including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including, among others, through 
education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, 
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning 
environments for all

4.b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small 
island developing States and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and communications 
technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in developed countries and other developing countries

4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international cooperation for teacher training in developing 
countries, especially least developed countries and small island developing States



How do universities support the SDGs?

Research Stewardship

OutreachTeaching



Calculating the annual score

2024

+ ++

22% 26% 26% 26%



Overall score

2023

+ ++

2024

+ ++

Overall Score
Average of two years



How does it work?
(Inside out)
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Impact cycle timeline



Data sources



Data for the ranking comes from two sources
University supplied data
• Numeric data
• Evidence data

Bibliometric data
• Provided by Elsevier



Evidence data

Some UN Targets don’t lend themselves to strictly quantitative data

We need to be able to assess qualitative information too

Statement

1 point Evidence

1 point

Evidence is 
public

1 point
Additional 

details Evidence is evaluated for relevance:
Specific 1 point
General 0.5 points
Not relevant 0 points



Evaluating the evidence data

This is not easy, documents are in multiple languages, websites change

Individuals are making decisions, but are supported by 
• QA
• Comparison to previous years
• Rigorous training

This year
• Additional focus on consistency and QA of answers (helped by greater depth for 

comparison)



Overview of changes for 2025



Methodology changes
New question in SDG 17 looking at assessment of sustainable education.

Question will not be scored in 2025, but will allow us to understand progress:

• Are you assessing the level of sustainability literacy of your students?
• If yes, are you using Sulitest TASK or another system?
• What proportion of your student population is assessed?



Process changes

Only one piece of evidence will be used
• This will simplify assessment
• Some questions will be split into two as a result

We will use AI (Large Language Models) to support assessment
• Improvements to consistency
• Stronger feedback

Data collection dates : Opens on the 16th of September 2024 and closes on 11th 
of November 2024



2,152

125

283,000+ 269,000+



India result analysis 



India in our rankings



Impact rankings 2024: India



Most participated SDGs



SDG 7: 
Affordable and Clean 
Energy



Themes



Rank 2023 Name Country

1 10 Afe Babalola University Nigeria

2 2 National Autonomous University of Mexico Mexico

3 18 Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences India

4 13 University of Malaya Malaysia

5 43 Shoolini University of Biotechnology and 
Management Sciences India

=6 601–800 National University of Modern Languages (NUML) Pakistan

=6 101–200 Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime 
Transport Egypt

8 - SRUC (Scotland’s Rural College) United 
Kingdom

9 9 King Faisal University Saudi Arabia

10 401–600 Benha University Egypt

Top 10



Research on Energy

India

Asia

Europe



Energy use density

India

Asia

Europe



SDG 3 Good health and well-
being



SDG 3 Good health and well-being: top 10 universities

Why we measure 
Ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being at 
all ages is essential to sustainable development. 
There is an urgent need to fully eradicate a wide 
range of diseases and address many different 
persistent and emerging health issues. We are 
exploring how universities deal with specific 
conditions and diseases, and support their 
community. 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/health



SDG 3 Best practice

JSS Academy Of Higher 
Education & Research,
India
Access to 
mental health support



SDG 4 Quality Education



SDG 4 Quality Education: top 10 universities
Why we measure
A high-quality education should be an area where 
universities excel. Education is a key gateway out 
of inequalities, especially multigenerational ones. 
In addition to improving quality of life, access to 
inclusive education can help equip locals with the 
tools required to develop innovative solutions to 
the world’s greatest problems. SDG 4 explores 
early years and lifelong learning. We are exploring 
how universities support early years, lifelong 
learning, and their nations through ensuring 
equality of access to their facilities. Although the 
UN includes Education for Sustainable 
Development in SDG 4, we have chosen instead to 
measure that as part of SDG 17, as this is the 
mandatory SDG within our ranking, and in the 
case of Universities it is a key factor of partnership 
around the goals.
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/edu
cation/



SDG 4 Best practice
Aalborg University, Denmark
Public access to educational resources



SDG 12 Responsible Consumption 
and production



SDG 12: top 10 universities
Why we measure 
Much of the world’s economy is based 
around producing things for 
consumption. This drives the engine of 
industry. If we want the world to 
develop sustainably, we need to 
understand how to be more responsible 
at both ends of this cycle. This means 
promoting resource and energy 
efficiency, having a sustainable 
infrastructure, and providing access to 
basic services for all. We are exploring 
how universities are working towards an 
efficient use of resources and the 
minimization of waste. 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelop
ment/sustainableconsumption- 
production/



SDG 12 Best practice
Bournemouth University,
United Kingdom

Does your university as a body have a policy 
on ethical sourcing of food and supplies?



Additional Support

FAQ page

Impact@TimesHigherEducation.com



SDG Impact Dashboard
Powerful data and analytics to 
support success in sustainability.

Access THE’s sustainability dataset via:

Request a free demo: data@timeshighereducation.com 

mailto:data@timeshighereducation.com

